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“International Control of the Traffic in 
a summary of the Opium Conferences 
held at Geneva, November, 
1925, with appendices 
texts of final Agreements and the Hague Con- 
vention of 1912, prepared by the Committee 
on Traffic in Opium of the F. P. A., will be 
mailed to members early in May. 
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THE VICTORY OF A SYMBOL __ 


i HE Nationalist strategists were right. 
Hindenburg—the man, the name, the 
symbo ified and rallied to victory the 
diverse and previously disorganized, dis- 
united and sometimes latent forces of Ger- 
man sentimentalism, conservatism, reac- 
tion and monarchism. The reasons for this 
victory are fairly obvious. But the re- 
sults, which alone really matter, are still 
obscure. These time only will clarify. 

The victory was very narrow. The offi- 
cial revised figures of Sunday’s election 
follow: 


Tee: 14,648,773 
EERE TE CERN aT ATE OR, 13,760,089 
a 1,931,635 
SEINE iiishrsiuevesnscedinedoneddniitennins 21,896 

, 30,362,393 


888,684 


Hindenburg will be a minority Presi- 
dent. In view of the very large tota) vote, 
nearly 4,000,000 more than at the pre- 
liminary election, March 28, his is a scant 
plurality; yet almost certainly, no other 
candidate could have gained even this slim 
victory over the united forces of the So- 
cialists, the Center and the Democrats. 
This consideration is all-important, if one 
would not over-estimate the Nationalists’ 
achievement. 

They won because Hindenburg is a 
unique national figure. Almost deified for 
his victories over the Russians, he became 
after the war the symbol of that loyalty, 
that semi-mystic adoration which, height- 
ened by the disillusionments of the Re- 
publican régime, millions of Germans feel 
for the good old days. Despite this hero 
worship, he wisely remained aloof from 
party politics and refused to be inveigled 
into maneuvers against the Republic. In- 
Stead, he remained on his estate, illustrat- 
ing in his life there the homely German 


virtues of frugality and family loyalty 
The Conservatives supported him as a pro- 
test and an insurance against Socialist and 
radical tendencies. Reactionaries and 
Monarchists saw in him an ideal cloak for 
their ulterior plans. These leaders, dis- 
avowing any militarist aims or immediate 
monarchist restoration, played skilfully 
upon the German people’s almost universal 
longing to protest against the charge of 
German sole responsibility for the war. 

What will be the results of Hindenburg’s 
election? Abroad, the first reactions have 
been less marked than was generally ex- 
pected. Official circles in both Washing- 
ton and London are assuming that no im- 
portant immediate change in German for- 
eign policy is to be anticipated. French 
opinion, both official and otherwise, is 
naturally aroused by what is commonly 
interpreted as an unmasking of German 
monarchism. In Germany the results 
were received quietly and plans are being 
prepared for the inauguration within a 
few days under the direction of the So- 
cialist President of the Reichsiag. 

The German presidency in power and 
prestige is much more analogous to the 
presidency of France than to that of the 
United States. Hindenburg will have an 
opportunity to wield substantial influence, 
such as the Socialist Ebert exercised so 
wisely, but he will have but little direct 
power. Nominally he will choose the 
Chancellor, who will, however, with his 
entire Cabinet, remain responsible to the 
Reichstag. Only through a coup d'etat 
could the President’s influence be used de- 
cisively against the Republic. Those who 
know Hindenburg are positive in their 
declarations that he, having sworn loyalty 
to the Constitution, will under no circum- 
stances violate his oath. 

Chancellor Luther, after conferring 
with the President-elect, has announced 


Paye 


that the Cabinet will not resign. It is to 
be hoped that he and Stresemann, Foreign 
Minister, will continue their present poli- 
cies: fulfilling the Dawes Plan, striving 
fér security agreements with their neigh- 
bors, and perhaps entering the League in 
September. Equally pertinent is the hope 
that in response to such policies, France 
-.will carry out her engagement to evacuate 
the Ruhr during the summer. 

In essence the naming of the hero of 
Tannenburg, like the election of Marshal 
MacMahon as President of France after 
the Franco-Prussian War, is a victory for 
conservatism and monarchism—but a vic- 
tory which, if German and French states- 
men are wise, may ultimately react to 
strengthen the Republic. 

JAMES G. MCDONALD. 


Hughes on International Law 

HE development of a “universal” in- 

ternational law through a series of in- 

ternational conferences, and otherwise, 
was urged by former Secretary of State 
Charles E. Hughes, in his address April 
23, in Washington, as President of the 
American Society of International Law. 
After referring to Pan-American confer- 
ences for the development of ‘“‘American” 
international law, he said: 

We cannot be content until appropriate 
plans are made to restate, amend and enlarge 
the universal law, and this should be accom- 
plished through conferences, embracing all 
civilized nations, treating international law 
as obligatory and meeting each other on an 
equal footing. 

In reference to one of Senator Borah’s 
contentions, Mr. Hughes said: 


The suggestion that an international court 
should await the development of international 
law is of that academic character which puts 
hurdles in the way of progress. As we need 
various sorts of arrangements to promote 
peace, we require different kinds of instru- 
mentalities to develop the law, and especially 
should we have the continuous functioning 
of the Permanent Court of International 
Justice. 

In a striking paragraph, comparing ill- 
health in an individual with similar con- 
ditions in the world, the former Secretary 
said: 

Temporary expedients, patching up diffi- 
culties, arrangements for mutual aid against 
aggression, may be of advantage, but we 
should seek not simply recovery from a dis- 
temper, or to prevent its spread, but an in- 
ternational hygiene—wholesome habits of in- 
ternational life. . ‘ 

He defined international hygiene as the 
development of an international law which 
may be deemed to be a record of the judg- 
ments of the conscience of lay minds. 


Secretary of State Kellogg, in his first 
public address, April 25, also before the 
Society of International Law, strongly 
urged the United States’ prompt adherence 
to the Permanent Court of International 
Justice. Referring to the alleged need for 
the prior codification of international law, 
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he said: “If we wait until internationa] 
law is codified there will be no court. . . | 
believe thoroughly in the efforts (at codi- 
fication) but it will be a work of slow 
growth.” 


Lord Reading’s Return 


HE arrival in London last week of the 

Earl of Reading, Governor-Genera! 
and Viceroy of India, is probably symp- 
tomatic of much more serious conditions 
in India than are generally realized. This 
is the first time since the establishment of 
the Governor-Generalship that the holder 
of the office has left India during his ten- 
ure. To enable Lord Reading to do so, 
a special act was passed last year. Lord 
Reading has returned nominally to confer 
personally with the Secretary of State for 
India, Lord Birkenhead. The latter is 
frankly hostile to the so-called Montague- 
Chelmsford reforms through which it was 
hoped India might gradually be prepared 
for self-government. 


Russian Notes 

HE Amtorg Trading Corporation, 

local representative of the Russian 
State Export and Import Department, 
continues to make substantial purchases in 
the American market. Recently a contract 
was signed for $1,200,000 worth of 
dredges for the Ural Platinum Trust. 


The Sinclair oil interests will appeal 
to the Moscow Court of Appeals from 
the decision of the Russian Soviet Court 
which declared null and void the conces- 
sion granted to the Sinclair Company to 
exploit the oil fields of Northern Sakhalin. 


It is now reported that Stalin, chief of 
the Communist Party, announced at a re- 
cent meeting of the provincial representa- 
tives of the peasants in Moscow that land 
would be granted the peasants for a period 
of at least twenty years and perhaps forty, 
with the ultimate possibility of a complete 
return to private ownership. The peas- 
ants were also promised additional fran- 
chise and representation privileges. 


Last week a draft of a decree was laid 
before the Council of Commissars in Mos- 
cow which would permit the establishment 
of private factories and other businesses 
without restriction, and particularly with- 
out limit as to the number of employees or 
machines. 


According to a special dispatch from 
Paris, April 14, to the New York Times, 
the Grand Duke Cyril, claimant to the 
throne of the Czar, has issued a warn- 


ing to other emigrés that those who dof 
not recognize his pretentions will never be } 


permitted to return to Russia, on pain of 
being shot instantly when they cross the 
frontier. 


